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From Saigon Tmbassy, Telegram 3321, dated 13 March 1966

TPollowing is Unofficial tranciation full te:;‘c: Com.uunmue izsued at

.Dtld&hlﬁt Institute press conference Szigon 1700 local time Iiax ca 12:

Hin racont doys the countyy hap boon in & cintd of eriois, &ineco
the November revolution, our country docs not yet have cffoctive
inctitutions to inspire prestige at home and abroad, nozr to cettle the
“undaxaental problems of an indepondent and democratic countay. And
alco since Novcmber 1963 wo have witncsoed disputes and purges witlhiz

Seur ramca .

" .i.’us ctate of affairs has created disunion :n.d ir 1c::;o*1 in the
sanks of the army and obstacles dividing the pcople and the armey, taus
causing harm to the efforto of national salvation and rcconstr ciion snd
mozre sufforing to the pcoﬁle who have already bo:me una.old hardshipe.

WRealizing the donger of deathuIO”&, and fa.:. hiul to the {'z e of

"the Fatherland, the Unified Buddhwt Chuzrch of Viet Nam recognisces

the fouowmﬂ‘ pointa:

: 1, The genecrals and ou.ice‘.s who kave countribuied to
- tho revolution should be reotor cd to their positions so they
- can teke part in the reconstruction of the countyy,

- 2. To avoid political frictions which con create disunion
“and cause harm to the spirit of unity within the army, 0o

I generals serving abroad or at bome should retura to thelr

- purely mzhtary dutics.

3, The nation urgently needs fundamental ingtitutions
- characteristic of independonce and democracy, & national
'.,.ba..scmbly. and a government of national solidarity.

4, The government should inmio*ncm thuom dela.y
.~ what it has promzucd-eve*x a swaall part of it promisce-iow
© the revolution, particularly the social revolutzon selated

to the life of the masses,

=

Chuzrch of Vietnam eagerly hopes to contribute along with othex civic
oxganizations, religious groupd, all clacses of people and particulazly
with the army, toward carrying out the ;.bovc-mcntio*wd as.pirai. ons,

Approved For Release 2004/08/30 CIA RDP80R01720R000500030033-4
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While'quostion-anower period was in progress a so-called
nmroclamation from the Movement of the Youths Students and School
Children, Saizon' was circulated, This document, which beaws no
Paddhiot Insttute seal (oo Communique doas), ia sharp attack en Cli ie2
of Stato Thieu, the Divectorate, General Nguyen Fuu Co, Can Lzo
wemnants, govermment's failure to exccute Chinese merchant Ta Vi:‘.‘a.
Document was disowned at press conference o it secms likely &
certain individuals took advantage of audicence press conference provia
to distribute tract,

Institute declaration itcelf is intercecting but not necessarily

SoOT ""'l

. incendiary document, The four points have obvicusly been dralied Wila

A Cirw
e gy

cxtirerae care and certainly aveid any head-on confrontation with Xy
Geovernment, No ga.umlct is thrown, no dead-line for action ic sct. o
n;.ention is made of Thi's removal and in fact, during question-znswer

iod, it wago stated that there was no connection between conference and
t event. Point one of Communique could be read as not necessarily

1 ating to Thi in view of fact that he was in exile in Cambocha. when 1963
coup tools. place,

o
4 '\1

Nevertheless, point one is most interesting aspect of entire document.
¥ certainly reads as a call for reinstatement of ousted southern geners

.Ls-d.u

"3 i " Minh, Tran Van Don and Le Van Kim, Point may very weil represent
1id for couthern Buddhist support foxr UBA, As Denartment aware {rom
our reporting, southern Buddhist elements have become discnchanted
with UBA to point where leading southera layman Mai The Truyen
refused to participate in last UBA Biennial Couvention in December 1
Point one may stem from Tri Quang who, thouzh he did not participate
in press conference probably had hand in drafiing Comimunique,” He had
zice things to say about Minh, Don and Kim in mzd-I‘ebruary {see para
5, enclosure 1, Ehnba.ssy Airgram 489, Feb, 17).-

As for pomt thrce case could be made that Ky Governraent is
already making progress in this direction with blueprint for political
development outlined by Ky January 15 speech. As foz pom‘. four, all
Vze‘namese can agrece with the oent:.menu.

" In cum Communique appears as cautious testing of political wind,
Institute has been politically mute for some time-=to the pomt where counc
m. 1t5 ore mﬂuentxal la.y and cler;cal membe.s have comnlamcd auO""

| 7'2,"-':

- n-wmﬁ-\—rl-\ -1"1
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.. past few days., XKy has indicated1 ms comzdcnce that orr*a.mzed Duddh
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itz impotence ahd inaction, To those critics Chau and his colleagues

can now reply that they have done "aomcemnff“ They have let sovernmcent

know they are still there and that due attention must be paid them, -

Ky and Chau bave had at least two scparate private meetings ovew

uxu-.--B

re not aupportmg Thz..

g T 'ﬂn—\\nﬁqq
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“Fro Saigon Embassy , Telegram 4024, dated 16 April 1966

b

Following is undfficial translation lotter from Prime Minister to Chairmian
7 Taddhict Institute, dated April 13th, fRelcased April 15):

o

Sabisct: Building of Democracy

Ref: Tour lotter 268-VT/VP of April 7, 1965

Thoe Ven Chairman,

I gincerely thank the Venerable Chairmen for well-intentioned words
~itiatives of the Ven Chairman and of the Institute's council in his
=aloroaced lotter.

Frie e

7% oz=ly today I reply to your lettar it is because I had hoped, that with
the cloarcightedness and goodwill of tho Iactitute’s council members as Wil
.o -2 of various organizations and people of all sirate, the gituation would
.zd, thereby creating a situation favorable to the work of building
nticnnl damoceracy. 1 would like to inform the Ven Chalrman that, a5 3

Consuituent Assembly. I can acoure the Ven Chairman that the National
Lendorshin Committee will promulgate this decrece-law tormnorrow. (Apr 14).

I would like alco to give the Ven Chairman answers on various
soinis mentioned in the last paragraph of his refercnced letter:

1, On points 1 and 2, I would lilkke to confirrm that the
Coverament's stand i3t Not to punish or imprison clements
who have paxticipated in movemeonts campaigning for frecdom
and democracy since Mar 11, 1566, - ‘

2. On point 3, I would like to coafirm that the Government
hag withdrawn 2 out of 3 battalions sent to the Central Lowlands.
The remaining battzlion has been moved to Mo Due, Quang Ngal,
in oxdsr to participate in anti-Communist military operations.

I hopc that the Ven Chairman will realize the Goverarnent's cfiort and
zoodwill in the solution of the crisis. I also hopo that, when the occasion
avices, Ven Choirman will give cxplanatione to the Institute'’s council
e bers aa well 28 to the Buddhist faithiful in order to maintain a peaccfult

¢

i -
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Saigen VIETNAM PRESS in English 1019 GMT 14 April 1966--B

(Text) Saigon, 14 April--Directory Chairman Lt., Gen. Nguyen Van
Thieu this morning signed decree-law No.. 14/66 concerning the election
of a constituent assembly within three to five months.

Full text of the decree reads as follows:

Axt. 1--In accordance with the aspirations of all people, a constituent
assembly shall be elected with the mission of drafting and approving the
constitution of the Republic of Vietnam,

Art. 2--The constituent assembly mentioned in Art. 1 shall be established
within three to five months from the day the present decree-law is signed,

through universal, direct, and secret balloting all over the territory of
the Republic of Vietnam.,

Art., 3--The date of the election, the number of representatives, the
electoral procedures, the statutes of the representatives, and the organization

and administration of the constituent assembly shall be fixed afterward
by a decree~law. ’

Art, 4-=-The Prime Minister, ministers, and secretaries concerned are
entrusted with the mission of putting into application this decree-law, The

present decree-law shall be published in the official journal of the Republic
of Vietnam, following emergency procedures,

Approved For Release 2004/08/30 X CIA-RDP.80R01720R000500030033-4
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Frosa Saigon Embassy, Telegram 4020, dated 16 April 1966

Tollowing ic rou udh translation of Commu icue iscued April 15 by
Sucdbist Institute:

Following the issuance of Communicue 21 dated March 12, 1666,
t1a Buddhist mstitute made it clear that the purpose of its campalign Was
to reprcesent the Buddhist people in requesting a cons titutional convention
{cnoc hoi lap hien) and cloctions a3 soon as possible. This purpose
having been realized as a rosult of official le tor 4213 dated April 13
f2oum the Chairman of the Central Executive Coramiitee (Nguyen Cao Xyl
cnd decree number 014/66 dated April 14, ©1966, frow: the Chairman
of the National Leadership Council (Thicu), the Institute announced d the
stoprnn“ of its campaign w.th the followmv details:

{z) Thc Iastitute a.ccc.pts the px 'O")O"‘d.l that the clections
for a coactitutional convention be held wi thin three to five raontas
although previously thoe Inatitute had sugge sted that the elactions

be held within three months.

(b) Any Governmacnt can 0O rganize the clections. The
Institute thinks that the faithful need not waste their strength
. thinking about tha form of a “overnmcnt vvhzch will only last
three to fwc month.,..

(¢} If: The Government does not kee p its promise, or

“imprisons those who campaizned for a lc’; slature, or either the
decreoe or the organization of the clection not honaat, then
the Institute will have an approp riate zztt -and will take

- a.nproomate action.

N {d) The concept of the Imstitute concorning the problema ofa
:Ierg,xsluture is that when the nation has a basic institution eI ressing
the maximum units and equality of the ncople, then the futer
g,overnment will have been for/ned in accordance with the ..Juchl ist
point of view. thn this has been done, the Institate will be fzece

;:‘fz.'om a 31tua.t10n waere unstubla governmen nts make victims.

R (e‘) The Institute proclau'ns that the fait hful of the Institute
“ ‘_-'-must always, togéther with the people, follow the strugg lﬁ‘ for
. soverez‘gnty and a-:.lf dater.;zmauon.A _ ’

Approved For Rel ase’ 2004/08]30 CIAa-RDP80R01720R000500030033-4
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In concluding this Comraunicquo, the Institute praises and exdresocd

its gratitude fo~ Ehe ciforts ond the fearless but non-violent sirv anle

of the Buddhist comnpatriots, especially those in Central Viet-Nam.

Tho Institute again thanks all groups and the people generally for their
aity and single-mindedness, espec cially that of the Army, with reg ard
thelr s.ood will concerning our national sovercisaty. End.

GQ

)

3

stitate aleo sent letter to "Institute Reprecent atives and all Buddhist
zoups at all Levels Throughout the Nation'. Leotter dated April 15
and sipned by Thich Tam Chau. Rough translation follows:

O ?-‘C

Following the decision of the Vien Hoa Dao, the campalsn for a
constitutional convention {quoc hoi lap b 16‘1) is stopped, and ‘.11 Duddbhist
crganizations and groups involved in the campaizn retura to their usua
activitics and positions. From now on 21l matters concerning Sudchis

should be under the direction of the Vien Hoa Dzo. Thao Institute hopc::.

that all will corzrectly xm\plemem the above decision of the Institute. End.

oy, T rmcey
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